Registry 


Number E8751/1260/31 
TELEGRAM FROM 
British Middle East 
ELce, CAIRO 

213 
bacge®, SECRET 


26. 604.8 
Received | 29.6048 


in Registry | 


Last Paper. 
Loo /) 


References. 


——————————— ne 


(Print.) 





ai disposed of.) 


Jon. 


> 
a 
j 


(Action 
completed. 


i 





| 


iE je E 





—_ 
a ee cee SS on 


Comnanders-in-Chief Middle sas co eratio 
1 1 





Foreign Office and Jerusalem 

Understood that there are remaining in Palestine 
about 50 British officials in each of Haifa and 
Jerusalem, and of these that the majority enjoy 


diplomatic imaunitye Gives numbers of non-=- 
officials und::rstood to be in Palestine. Sumuarises 
proposals from Command. rs-in-Chief for protection 
of british nationals. kequests Foreign Office 

a iendations on possible co-ordination of plans 
for pEgtke gion and evacuation of 3ritish and «.meri- 
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“have made arrangements for their protection and if necessary 
* their evacuation if a serious situation arises. Can you say 
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‘his telegram is of particuhar secrecy and should be 

retained by! the authorised rpcipient and not passed on] 
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TO FORETGH! OFFICE. 


D: 8 25.pem. June 26th, 1948, 
R: 10.15. pom. June 26th, 1943, 


Addressed to Haifa telegram lio, 6. kepeated to soreign 


Office and Jeruselen. 


Commanders-in-Chief i‘iddle wast have been oe 
plans for protection of British nationals in Palestine after 
withdrawal of forces from Haifa. 


2. ‘Je understand British officials oe in 
Palestine comprise about fifty in each of Haifa and Jerusalen. 
It is understood the majority of these are on your staff and 
hence enjoy diplomatic immnity. 


3. ‘The vnumbers of non-officials remaining are under- 
stood to be (a) British prover including dominions 150, 
(b) British Arab 600, (c) British Jews 5.000, 


4, Commanders-in-Chief consider it quite impossible 
to re-introduce forces into Palestine to protect in situ ! 
nationals referred to in para 5. ‘the most that could 
be done might be to evacuate sea as many as could be . 
collected by you at or near Haifa, It might be necessary 
for this operation to be covered by a small landing party 
and air cover. | 


5. ‘The possibility of a situation ae aiog 2° which | 
British nationals would require protection has been reported | 
to the Chiefs of Staff,but a: action which may be taken 
would depend on the numbers nationals who would in fact 
merit legal protection, It would be helpful if you could 
confirm that the numbers given in paragre h 8 of the above 
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are correct and that they are all ent to protection by 
His Majesty's Government. Locations these nationals are 
also required. 


6. Regarding your own staffs it is presumed that you 


what plans are in existence to meet such an eventuality? 


7° je understend equivalent American nationals under 
A. B and C of paragraph 3 are 200, 500 and 6,000 respectivel;, 
No information is available here regarding pean which nay 
have been made for their protection in sinilar circumstances, 
Can you send any details? It may be that plans for protectio 
and evacuation of both 3ritish and American nationals could-4 
= ial and we would like your recomendations on this 
point, 

one Office pass to Haifa as my telegram ilo, 6, 

[Repeated to Haifa]. [Copy sent to l,i, Secretariat]. 
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~~ WARNING The text of this message must be thoroughly paraphrased if it is to be 
————==== published or otherwise communicated to persons outside the British 
or U.S. Government Service. If re-transmitted unparaphrased, the originator must {‘) ) / 
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TOD 2020F0%. 
Fro:. : \Jinistry of Defence, London. 


To ¢: G.i:...,Middle East Land Forces. 





Bre” 
Rptd : C-ia-C., Mediterranean. 
C-ir-C., East indices. 
COS (i) 257 30th June 1948. 


Ve nave consulted Foreign Office an‘ Colonial 
Office about Your telegram "coc. 246/CCD referring to 
protection of Britist mettorstr it Palestice sand v3 con- 
firm the eascumption in your psragraph 2. 


Ge British Arabs end Jews in your paresreph 3(b) and 
(c) are considered to be permanent residen-s in Palestine, 
except that (c) may incluée . few British subjects who 
are working in Palestine and who happen to be Jews. The 
need for their evacuction is unlikely to srise. In any 
ase they reve hed anple werning of our departure so that 
we can hardly be held oeponsol fer them in futu”e. 


56 Ye sgree with course of action in your paragraph 5 
a note that you are keeping whole question under observ- 
ation. 

7 TOU 3018002 
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Foreign Office 

First Ses Lord 

ilessage Control, War Office | 

Registry Telegrams, Air ‘iinistry 

Chief of Combined Ops. Staff 
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations 
Secretary of State for Colonies ; 
P/S te Secretary of State fer Foreign Affairs 
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WARNING The text of this message must be thoroughly paraphrased if it is to be 
published or otherwise communicated to persons outside the British ,? 
or U.S. Government Service. If retransmitted unparaphrased, the originator must 
mark it to be sent in “ O.T.P.” (One-Time Pad). 
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